THE SPEECH 
of the Honourable 


Ss VV FLLIAM 
BERKELEY 


overnour and Capt : Generall of 

Virginea, to the Burgeſſes ini the Grand = 

Aſſembly at Fames {ome on the = 
17, of earch 165;. 


TOGETHER WITH A 7 
SDECLARATION 


Of the whole Country , occafroned 7 the 


bpht of a printed paper from England, 
/s {ivory AAR yg 


| 


A— . 
mummy 


- RB A'G-H, 


Printed By Sarauell Broun Enghh 
Bookeſeller, 1651. 


-— 
4 +: Wola af 3.2 
Ny\ "oh! /of ag”, WW eat - 4 C " J 
Wo ENCE DENDCRERDERD 
DE GICLEE DEL 
CG SPP SEP SEG 


- * 


The ſpeech of the Honourable 


» WILLIAM BERKELEY 
Gouvernour and Capt: Generall of 
Virginea, to: the Buroeſſes 11 the Grand 
Afonkb at» Zames »0Wne ON the I 7.0f 
March 165; * SRD 


Together with 4 HCAra}OD of the whole 


(ountry,vccafroned uponthe ſight of a printed pa- 
jer from England, [ntitaled An Act. &c. 
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Entlem yopereevre by the DECLARA- 

T ION that the men of Weftminſfter have ſet out, 
which I beleeve you have all ſcene, how they 
meane to deale with you hereafter, who in the 

ne of their wooing and courting you propound ſuch hard 
nditions to be performed on your parts, & on their owne 
thing but a benigne acceptance of your dutics to them. 
ccd me thinks. they might have, propoſed..lomething to 
which might have ftrc: gthned-ys to. beare thoſe heavy 
jaincs they are making ready for us, though it ere but 
KS | an 


- 
an aflurance a uu eoche bread for which our one 
Oxen plow , an wich 6tir owne fivear* we reape ; butthis 
ſurance ( it ſeemes) were a franchiſe beyond the Conditich 
they have refolud on the Queſtion ye ought to be in : Forth 
ns why they talke ſo Magifterially to usis this , wear 
forſooth their worships flaves , bought with their money uw 
by _—_ ought not to buy , or ſell but with thoſe they 
shall Authorize with a few trifles to Colzen us of all fy 
which we toile and labour. If the whole Current of the 
"reaſoning were-not as ridiculous , as their aQions have hea 
Tyrannicall and bloudy ; we might wonder with whe 
broyes they could ſuſtaine fuchimpertinent aflertions: Far 
if you 74 into ir , the ſtrength,of their argument ru 
| onely thus : we have laid Violent hands en your Land-Lod 
poſleſs'd his Manner houſe where yoy wtcd to pay you 
rents, therfore now tenderyour reſpeRts to the ſame houk 
you once reverenced : I call my,Conſcience to wimes, lis 
not , I cannot'in all their Dectaration perceave 4 ſtronger 
argument'for what they vvould impoſe on us,then this whid 
I have now told you : They talke indecd of money laidou 
on this' Country in its infancy #1 vvill not ſay hoy litk 
nor how Centuply repaid , but will oncly aske , was itthcir 
They who in the beginning ofthis warr were fo poor, 
indigent, that the wealth ahl rapines of three KingdomeB 
their Churches too, cannot yet make rich, but arc fainet 
ſceke out new Territorics and impoſittons to fultaine the 
Luxury amongſt themſclves . - Surely Gentlemen ye at 
never th vs by nature.then their power can make us if eld 
fer our ſclvey to be shaken with theſe paper bullets, & tht 
on my life _ the heavieſt they either can or will ſend 
'Tis true with us they have long threatned the Barbados, yt 
not a ship gocs thitheF bitt to beg trade z nor will theydo 


5 ifwe dare Honourably reſiſt their Imperious Qrdinahce. 

| ſurcdly 'Geriftlemen. you have p 20G” under what hcav 

wurthens , the affi&ted Englich Nation now groanes, and'cal 
aheaven for relcife : hownew and formerly unheard of im= 
ofitions make the wifes pray for barrennes and their hus- 
hands deafnes to exclude the cryes' of their ſuccourles, 
ſtarving children : And I am confident you do believe, none 
ould Jong endure this {lavery, if the ſword at their throats 
id not Compell them. to Languish under the miſery 
ey howrely ſuffer . "Loo 5 Pie ſufferings with che 
Eycs of underſtanding , and that vill preyentall your ceares 
ut thoſe of Compalſtion. Conſider with what priſons and 
lxes the haye gaid thoſe chat haye ſerved them to the 
ard of their” oules": | Coplider.your ſelves how pappy 
Q- 


rour are and have been , how the Gates of wealth and 
(1B, p # 4 . « : of » x ' L 4 S v 33s - we « Lu - 
tour arc «hit oh no man, apd that there is not here an Ar. 


kar band that dare> toganch rROY gorfpfeerpopre 


df rich : But that white d hays you cheifly ito con- 

der with thankfullnes ; ag Co Ret ALI You 

. rom the guilt of the crying bloud of our Pious Souveraigne 

- thei! fever bleltcd, gErgouy - Bic milta! nos:Genclemen part 
oorc, Pf vill yet ſtaine your gagments if you willingly ſubmit to 
ome hoſe murthcrenzKAMIR \that -5MeQ"4+ - emble to thinke 
oy the-oathes they will impoſe will make thoſe guilty of 

that have Jong abhox'd the traitcrouſneſle. of the aQ.z 

put 1 confeſle having had fo frequent teſtimonies of your 

uths and. colrages/ \beannor haves ref{iblc ſuſpicion 

f any cowardly falling''of from the Former ©'refolutions , 

d have onely mentionediohls Ta(b, #54/part of niyGuty and 

are of you+-86t afwyjvcall doubt andfeares? orif with 

tryed men we were to argues d\thixgkfibje®, What is ic 

| 1c hoped for in a change , which we have not allready? 
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6 
I it liberty ? The fun looks not on a people more free they 
we are from all oppreſsion, Is it wcalch? Hundreds of 
examples shew us that Induftry &'Fhrift in a short time may 
bring us to as high a degree ofit, as the Country and our 
Conditions are yct capable of: Is it ſccurcty to enjoy thi 
wealth when gotten ? Wich out blushing I will ſpeakeit,] 
am confident theare lives not that perſon can accuſe me of 
attempting the leaſt a& againſt any mans property ? Ix 
acc? 'The Indi:ns God be bicelſcd round about us 
ubducd; we can oncly feare the Londoners , who wo 
faine bring us to the ſame poverty., wherein the Dutch 
found and relcived us ; would take away the liberty ofour 
conſcicnoes , and tongues , and our righc of giving and 
felling our goods to whom. vve pleaſe. But Gentlemen by 
the © bay of God we will not fo tamely part with our Kixc, 
and all theſe bleſſings we enjoy under him ; and if they op 
poſc us, do but follow me, I will cither lead you tovidory, 
or looſe a life which I cannot more gloriouſly accificethc 


for my loyalty , and your ſecuuity. 


Cate Jpbe Corker 


om.: Commons. 


| Vers 
_ Cer: 


T bi. ſpeech being ended the pretended AR of Par 
lament was publiquely read in the Aſſembly where 
wpon (at the motion of the Flowſe of Commens to the 
Goyernaur and Councel ) this following vindication 
wa unanimen/y agreed om, 


WE 
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PO TL NO Lan 
WECKOLO EO PLS WAI A, 


Fi E The Governour { ouncell and 


Burgeſfes of Virgines, have ſeene a printed pa- 
per bearing date at London the 3. of Udeb. 1651. 
ercin ( with other Plentations of A merica ) We arc pro- 
ibited trade and Commerce with all but fuch as the pre- 
nt power $hall allow of : We likcwile fee our 4 
anded in it with che ignominious names of Rebells and 
raitors, which we ſo much abhor ; that we woutd deteſt 
urſelyes if we thought they were defervedly impoſed on 
3: And Shall take leave to thinke we arc unworthily 
andercd, till ſtronger proofes then we yet find , are brought 
inſt us to convince our judgements and Conſciences 
we arc guilty of thoſe Horrid Crimes. Therfore 
ouph we profeſie that our Jud ments and induſtry , have 
en long ſolely and neceflarily imployed in providing 
painſt the neceſſities of our poore fimilies _s by Con- 
quence should not preſume that any AR or TranſaQion of 
urs could be worthy the publique* view : Yet ſince the 
laineſt vindication of innocencic is accepted , we $hall 
itimate the reaſons of ours , imploring charitable and abler 
cements to perfe& what we Shall hint to them in our 
Wycarcs, to the Aſperſions we find Authoriſed againſt us. 


And Firſt whereas they ſay, Thar the Plantations in © Ame- 
were ſeared at the Coſt” and eftabliched by the Authority of ſome in 
lod , and therfore ought to be goyerned by the Lowes of Englan 


d. 
We 


WE )(% 


G "0 

We conceave we may ſafely confefle all this, and yet ng 
run the Hazard ofany milprition of guilt, nay we thinks 
this only teltimony of theirs were tuthcicnt to cleere 4 
from the Aſperſions of Rebells, and Traitors, if we hin 
other markes of innocency left us : For we lay, veal 
ſome ofus+-ſcnt, others permitted to come hither by th 
gratious favour of our Fious Kincs, tworneto goyen 
and be governed ( as farr ag polsible the place was Capalh 
of ) by the lawcs of England ;, which Iawes we have ini 
lably and facredly Kept as farr as ur abilitycs to cxcay 
and 'our Capacityes to judge would permit us , and yi 
reaſon ; for thele lawes onely in ſuch times of tumyly 
ſtormes , and tempeſts., can humanely prevent our rying 
Thelc"lawes often«enjoyned us the Oathes of Allegeay 
and Supremacy , and they tell us, that no power on og 
can abiolve- or mapumit-us from our oe tiens: to g 
PxIince; and his layyfull Succeſors ; Theſe layes telly 
that when we havedaon alb vye can to auoyd it, we ns 
reliſt violence with force, and. in a lawfull defence ef a 
ſclves , deſtroy any-that shall- endeavour to take away og 
lives or ſubltance : Thelg lawesvve profellc acc our guidg 
and do beleeve. yve deſerve punishment. and infamy. if 
vvillingly , or vyillfully deviate fromthem. h 


Secondly ſuppoſe, vve -vvere ſuch flaves by nature a 
be awed vvith the iron rods. held over, us, in what hat 
ſocver found ; would not. then themſelves thinke vve 
ſerved the worſt uſage could be inflicted on us. For y 
aſſurance could vve- give of our nevy Loyalty,aftcr hayin 
ſo childisbly , and jmpigully, relinquishc our old Ale 
Could vve reaſonably repine to pay yvich our ovVne ve 
and bloud , thoſe Garritons which muſt be kept among 3s d 
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rr ſuck volatile obedionce as ours would appeare to be? 
or as the —_— is ſtated to us, we ought to yeild to who- 
ever poſlct c themſelves of W eſtminſieg Hat : Where Wwe 
xperimentally have found , the heads of divers faions and 
retenſions , have preſided and excluded anc the other ; and 
chave, no Ocaculous aſſurance, but it may be ſo againe ; 

a Condition fo dubious and-uncertaine, as burs 


. permit us ſimple men ta take leave to 
allow the perſpicuous and plaine pathes of God- and our 
wes, & that they would be pleas'd to remember that good 
aritable Axiome in them , 7 hat none sbould be condemned th they 


efift Heard. 


Thirdly we are told of Great ſunnies of money Laid our 
this Councry ; For all we have teceav'd we are moit 
ankfull : Bur ſurelyit will be no evidence of ingratitude 
ky to whom we ovve moſt,& this mult needes be acknow- 


lod to our K1NnGs,who gave nn and 


mitted Lotterics to: be ereQed for us : We confelle pri- 
adventurersadded much , and might have enjoycd the 
wit of it,* If che firfti blow to the Colony, had not taken from them , ,, ,,, 
Il hopes or. deſires. -of proſecuting that , which they fo Tere 
art begun; But ccrcainly what ever their liberallity ' Pc © 
s, we Should have auoided it more then our Rattle ſnakes , wr. 
it had inevitably made flayes, our ſelves, our wives, #t 50s 
lildren , and Poſterity. Since the Maſſacre onely private f __ 
archants have adventured hither for private gaines,and we &y that 
oafeſle have ſupplied us with that , which we could not #7. 
Ilhave wanted , but this we ſuppoſe would -be no con- 
iacing argument to France, Spaine , or the Low Countries, 
[r their ſubjeRion to England becaulc thee feverall places 
)(s | hare 
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. have been thus furnish'tby her." If then we oye any thin 

-it is to our K1N os liberallity , care, and proteQion, andy 
beſeecly you give us leave to pay our cckaqwalans 

: them, + | 


- Fourthly we are told: of wſtyping.s Government to our [ | 
We wish ve could tran{mit durrecordes to the vicy of 
; accuſers ; By them it.would-appeare how little we defer 
- this impueation. Forfince the beginning of the Colony 
| have neverinnovarcd. nor altred any thing in the maing 
the Goyczhment ©» But in caſc we had done it, whatm 
likely Patrons could we chuſe;to protec us then thoſe 
accuſe us? Grant” we had banish'd, confin'd, impriſon! 
: condemn'd ,'-and extcecrted thoſe that refulc to obey 
lawes confirm'd by many-conſummatcd! free Parliament 
-would not thoſe pardon and abſolve us who have done i 
- ſam to others thathaverefuſcd-to obey their cdidts, yh 
they in their conſtiences belecyc they, ought not to ack 
ledg to be a Parliament?! Yet the truth is , vve haved: 
none of theſe things, no man here cfer ſuffer'd in his perl 
or c{tatc ;. Concerning the differences.in England, our layy 
keepe them in betteragethento dare toſpeake againlt i 
ProtcRor of them : Tis' true inderd:, ® T wo, choſe raher 
leavethe Country then to take the Oathes of CAlgea: 
and Supremacy , and we acknoywledg that vve gladly pan 
vvith-them. 


Having anſyvearedtheſcaccufations, yve appeale even! 
their ovvne judgments that produced them vyhether 
.deſcrve thoſe tharefnll names of -Rebclls and Traiwn: : X 
-vve belerve they vvill ſtill uſe them to us and others bec 
thoſe Lucky Bugbeares of Rebels ; and CMHalinan » hay 


frightes 


y ur 


Ix 
ddivers to the deſertion of honeſt cauſes : Yet bein 

zyve ſuppoſe in their ovvne conſciences ) free from thee 
wuted crimes, ( though very short ſighted in ſuch ſubtile 
ers) vye thinke vve can eaſcly find out the cauſe of this 
cluding us the focicty of Nations ,vvhich bring us necc(ſa- 
for yvhat our Country produces : And that is the Ava- 
eofa fevy intereſted perſons, vvho cndgavour to, rob;us 
allvye ſyveat and labour for: Therfore on the vvhole 
teryye Conclude : We are refolv'd to Continue our 
geance to our molt Gratious K 1 x G, yet as long as his 
ious favour permits us, vve vvill peaceagly as for- 
dy) trade vvith the Londoners,” and all other Nations in 
if yvith our Soveraigne : Protc® all forraigne Mer- 
nts yvith our utmolt force from injury in the rivers : 
rx Letters of Repriſall to any injured yvichin our Capes : 
aics pray for the happy reſtauration of our K1ns, and 
mance in them , vyho to the hazard of their ſoukes have 


This is nnanmmouf] y CON to by the 
GE El dBaſe 
Teſie 
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